Pathological heterogeneity of clinically diagnosed corticobasal degeneration.
Two patients fulfilling suggested clinical diagnostic criteria for corticobasal degeneration (CBD) are presented, who were found at postmortem to have alternative pathological diagnoses not suspected during life, namely, Alzheimer's disease and Pick's disease, respectively. The nosological position of these cases is considered in light of a literature review of previous reports of clinically diagnosed corticobasal degeneration with atypical (not corticobasal degeneration) pathology. Since such phenocopies may be common, we suggest that all clinically diagnosed cases of corticobasal degeneration should initially be labelled as "corticobasal degeneration syndrome" (CBDS) to emphasize that this is a diagnosis based on clinical phenotype, with the term corticobasal degeneration being reserved for the specific neuropathological phenotype, which itself may have a variety of clinical presentations.